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Team Norman Sonic takes Tyler by
storm

The Norman Transcript

Tandem teams qualify for national, world championship events

By Tom Blakey

Transcript Staff Writer

Team Norman Sonic participated in its second competition of
the 2007 Firefighters Combat Challenge season Aug. 31 and
Sept. 1 at the Broadway Square Mall in Tyler, Texas.

"We once again fielded three tandem teams and one relay
team," said Team Norman Sonic member Bob Callaghan.

The open division tandem team placed third, Callaghan said.
The open team was comprised of Robert Carrick and Bobby
Smith -- who took the place of Jack Ingram who was unable to
make the event.

The "Over 40" Team also finished in third place, Callaghan
said. The Over 40 team was comprised of Don Balm and Kurt
Holley -- who took the place of Brent Porter due to an injury.

The "Over 50 team," comprised of Callaghan and Greg
Blackburn, won their event.

"Our time was good enough to finish second in the Over 40 as
well," Callaghan said.

The 1:47 time Callaghan and Blackburn posted is the second
fastest in the nation this year for the Over 50 tandem.

The relay team, composed of Smith, Carrick, Balm, Holley and
Blackburn, finished in eighth place out of 20 teams.

"Most of the relay teams are the open competitors -- young
guys -- so we were pleased to make the final round of eight
with a team made up of some 40- and 50-year-olds," said
team member Blackburn. "All of the tandems have now
qualified for the national championships next month in Atlanta
and the world championships in Vegas."

The world championships will be held under the lights of the
Fremont Street Experience in downtown Las Vegas and
televised nationwide on the Vs Channel (formerly, Outdoor Life
Network) Nov. 4-8.

"It should really be a great event," Blackburn said.

Most 2007 Team Norman Sonic members are from the same
team that finished in fifth place at the 2006 World
Championships in Las Vegas last November.

The Firefighters Combat Challenge consists of multiple regional
competitions conducted throughout the U.S. and Canada each
year, designed to simulate the physical demands of real-life
firefighting while demonstrating the profession's rigors to the
public. Competitors perform a series of five grueling tasks
while wearing "full bunker gear" and breathing apparatus, just
as they would in responding to a real fire. The series of events
is often referred to as the "toughest two minutes in sports."

Team Norman Sonic depends on private sponsors and
fundraisers to provide the equipment, supplies and fares
needed to join in the competition. Team sponsors include
Norman Sonic Restaurants; Roy Oliver and Gregg Byram;
Norman Wal-Mart Stores; The Steve Owens Group; First
American Bank and Top of the World.

To find out more about the Firefighter Combat Challenge, visit
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Premium Jobs

Kidopolis Learning Center
Kidopolis Learning Center
is Now Hiring for FT & PT Teaching 
Positions Apply in person at I-35 & 
Tecums...>MORE

****Find Out What Your Home Is Worth On-
Line
Find Out What Your 
Home Is Worth On-Line
www.normanhomevalue.com...>MORE

Manager Sell Mfg. Homes Work Applications.
Manager Sell Mfg. Homes Work 
Applications. In Mfg Community, 
Norman. Sales Exp. a Must. 
Base & Commiss...>MORE

Dust Genies Cleaning Service
Dust Genies Cleaning Service
Hiring F/T Dependable Indiv/w a Great Work
Ethic! $7.50/hr + Bonuses & 
Freq Rai...>MORE

PSYCHOSOCIAL REHAB 
Bachelors in Mental Health field req. Fax resume
w/refs, SS# & Job# 08-007 to 632-1976 or mail
to: 
HOPE, 105 SE 45...>MORE

PART TIME PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT
PERSONAL CARE ATTENDANT
for disabled young man. 
Please leave message 321-8392....>MORE

Owner Operators!
Owner Operators!
Dedicated AWG Account. Home Daily.
Limited Openings
866-502-0164...>MORE

Republic Bank & Trust
Wanted: 
Enthusiastic, 
Motivated Individuals. 
As a leader in community banking, 
Republic Bank & T...>MORE



www.firefighter-challenge.com.

Tom Blakey 366-3540 tblakey@normantranscript.com

        

• Click to discuss this story with other readers on our
forums.

Lake Norman Real Estate
Search & View All Homes for Sale 800 Photos and
Videos, Virtual Tour
www.LakeNormanVirtualTour.com

Homes Norman Oklahoma
Find all Norman, OK homes for sale. Maps, MLS &
more.
homegain.com

Part-time Sales Associate 
Cells-U-More an authorized agent of U.S.Cellular
is looking for outgoing, 
energetic people for our growing team.
P...>MORE

Production Worker/Machine Operator 
Production Worker/
Machine Operator 
Needed Experience in 
manufacturing environment or heavy equipment
e...>MORE

P/T Leasing Consultant
Now Accepting Applications for P/T Leasing
Consultant
Office & Customer Service Skills a Must
Excellent Benefi...>MORE

© © © © © Just 4 Kids © © © © © 
© © © © © Just 4 Kids © © © © © 
Is Looking for a 
PT Energetic Teacher/Caregiver for M-F 
Please apply ...>MORE

See all ads

Premium Homes

2-Homes on Acreage’s Both Homes
2-Homes on Acreage’s Both Homes on
Approximately 2 Acres in
NW Norman Avail. Immediately
Short Term Lease Only...>MORE

••13017 Springcreek Parkway (Moore)
3Bd/ 2Bth/ 2Car/ CH&A
$1,050/mo $700/dep Yard Maintained.
Call Economy Rentals 787-7368...>MORE

4494.7706.8145.2812 04.08 794
Close to schls. & OU $600/mo incl • Fridge •
Water • Trash & Pool. Quorum Condo, 2138 D
W.Brooks 364-0860 or 642-2828...>MORE

******************************2/Story
Modular Home
2880sq’ Heritage Cape Cod, 3-4Bd/ 2Bth/ Never
Lived In! Needs To Be Moved ASAP. Reduced
Price $80,000. 517-9504...>MORE

1414 Morland Ave.
2Br/ 1Bth/ Utility, Lg Fenced Yd, Cute, Quiet,
Close to Campus. Avail Sept. 1. 72K OBO 360-
9100...>MORE

1518 Iowa,
Walk to Cleveland School, Close to OU, Fenced
Yard, 3Bd/ 1Bth/ 1Car, CH/A Well Insulated!
Only $695/mo. Call 641-8...>MORE

16x80 Altamere Mobile Home
2Bd/ 2Bth/ All Appl. FP, Life Time Roof.
Very Nice! Must See!
321-9664...>MORE

••FSBO 509 Calla Lily LN • 1270SF
FSBO 509 Calla Lily LN • 1270SF
3Bd/2Bth/2Car, CH/A, Upgrades with
Designer Colors In this Open Living Space.
...>MORE

••1803 Running Deer RD • 1670 SF
1803 Running Deer RD • 1670 SF
Brick Home on 3.2 AC’s 3Bd/2Bth/2Car, FP,
Hdwd/Tile Flrs, Fin/Out/Bldg, $20K
Assum/L...>MORE

••FSBO Near I-35 & Ladd RD
FSBO Near I-35 & Ladd RD • 3Bd/2Bth Smoke
Damaged Home • 2286 SF incl
1 Car Garage on 1+ Acres. 
(405)288-6322...>MORE

See all ads

Premium Extras

••••$$ Got Copper? $$
Paying top dollar for Copper- Wire pipe,
radiators, etc. Aluminum cans,
coils, siding, guttering, 
window/do...>MORE

••••Mike Weiner Construction
• Add-ons • Decks • Roofing
• Cabinets • Drywall •Ceramic Tile
• Countertops • Doors •Wood Floors
...>MORE

See all ads
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Oklahoma Obituaries
Find Old Oklahoma Obituaries In
The Newspaper Obituary Archive!
NewspaperArchive.com/Obituary

Norman, OK Homes
Find new homes, townhomes,
condos and real estate listings for
sale
www.oklahomahometeam.com/

Lake Norman Real Estate
Search & View All Homes for Sale
800 Photos and Videos, Virtual
Tour
www.LakeNormanVirtualTour.com

Lake Norman NC Homes
Search Listings in Lake Norman
NC View pictures, local info &
more!
www.lakenormanhomestoday.com
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